
 
 

FARMINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SERVICE OF DIVINE WORSHIP 
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 

November 16, 2025 
 

Worship Online at 11:00am Sunday Mornings 
www.farmingtonpres.org 
Click "Worship Together" 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
 

Holy God, thank you for the gift of this new day and the 
opportunity to worship you. As we gather, may our thoughts, our 
words, our songs, our church, our community, our resources, our 
time, and our lives all bring you glory. Fill this place and us with 
your Spirit. Amen. 

WELCOME 
Visitors and members are encouraged to fill out the attendance folder located on 
the center aisle of each pew and pass it to those seated along the pew. 

PRELUDE     “All Creatures of Our God and King”  Ijames 
 Estefan Perez, cello 

*CALL TO WORSHIP†                  
We gather to worship the One who crafted creation out of chaos. 
Our songs of joy join the anthems of the universe. 
Creator, you raise your hand and gently begin the concerto of 
creation: birds carry the melody while stars keep the beat; 
mountains dance in merriment and little children clap their hands 
with joy. 
Love's Composer, our new songs are lifted to you. 
We gather to praise God who gives us voice. 
We bring the songs that have echoed in our hearts all week 
long. 
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Redeeming Christ, the old, old song is made new in our hearts: 
Christ is risen! Sing Alleluia! You invite us to sing to a world 
deafened by despair and haunted by the tunes of fear. 
Lord of the Dance, our new songs are lifted to you. 
We gather as the children of God, our joy unbroken in God's love. 
Young and old, tone deaf and perfect-pitched lift the new, 
new songs of faith. 
Sustaining Spirit, believing we cannot carry a tune, we hesitate to 
join in the chorus of praise sung by all creation. So, you softly and 
gently hum the melody in our hearts until they burst with you, 
raising a rousing chorus of adoration. 
Music-making Spirit, every song, old and new, is offered to 
you. 

*HYMN OF PRAISE – No. 611     “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun 
above. Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of 
doubt away. Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light 
of day. 

All thy works with joy surround thee; earth and heaven reflect 
thy rays; stars and angels sing around thee, center of 
unbroken praise. Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery 
meadow, flashing sea, chanting bird and flowing fountain, 
call us to rejoice in thee. 

ANCHORED IN CHRIST             

Interlude for Prayer and Bringing Forward  
Estimates of Giving for 2026 

(the hymn concludes) Mortals, join the happy chorus, which the 
morning stars began. Love divine is reigning o’er us, joining 
all in heaven’s plan. Ever singing, march we onward, victors 
in the midst of strife. Joyful music leads us sunward in the 
triumph song of life. 

(Please be seated.) 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Generous God, you call us to live lives of gratitude, yet we are 
prone to grumbling.  You call us to be faithful, but we 
struggle with temptations each day.  You call us to live in 
unity with one another, but we treat our brothers and sisters 



as competitors or even as enemies.  You call us to be 
generous like you, but we are quick to close our hearts, clinch 
our fists, and bury our talents.  Forgive us, Lord, and anchor 
us in following the teaching and example of Jesus for he is 
our salvation and our hope. 

(A time of silent prayer.) 

KYRIE            Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*GLORIA PATRI – No. 581  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. Amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Philippians 2:6-11 
Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And being found in human form he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death— even 
death on a cross.  
Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave him the 
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue should confess to the glory of 
God: Jesus Christ is Lord! Amen. 

THROUGH CHILDREN’S EYES Rev. Rebecca Luter 
All children are invited to come to the Chancel steps. 

Afterward, young children may remain or proceed to the nursery. 
Worship bags are available beside the entrance to the Sanctuary. 

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 FIRST LESSON     
Psalm 98                           Pew Bible Page No. 935 

 This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 



SECOND LESSON        
 Hebrew 6:13-20 Pew Bible Page No. 1868 

 This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD – No. 587     “Alleluia!” 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

SERMON     “This Is Our Hope”  Rev. Rebecca Luter 

RESPOND TO GOD 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Please remember those on our prayer list. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM     “Think on These Things” Mark Patterson        

*DOXOLOGY – No. 606 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise him all creatures here below. 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God of every blessing, accept and dedicate these offerings 

and our lives for transforming this world according to your 

will. Make us living witnesses to the way of your righteous 

reign. In the name of Jesus, our teacher and example, we 

pray. Amen. 

*HYMN No. 353     “My Hope Is Built”  

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

 

 



*SENDING FORTH HYMN No.  712  
“As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought” 

A world in need now summons us to labor, love, and give, to 
make our life an offering that all may truly live. The church of 
Christ is calling us to make the dream come true:  a world 
redeemed by Christ-like love, all life in Christ made new. 

*POSTLUDE     “Poco Vivace”             Hermann Schroeder 

*Stand as able.      Bold Type – congregation in unison 
 

†Call to Worship adapted from an Opening Prayer based on Psalm 98 written by Rev. 
Thom Shuman. 

Reprinted with permission under One License #731533-A and CCLI 
#1162543-A. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Participating in the service today: 
Rev. Rebecca Luter, Pastor 

Jim Thrash, Director of Music 
Tom Bryant, Accompanist 

Estefan Perez, Cellist 
Davis Howe, Youth Director 

Pat Sherman, Liturgist 
Rev. Rebecca Luter, Children’s Moment 

Melissa Still and Kasi Wann, Ushers 
   



Welcome IN THE NAME OF JESUS, THE CHRIST          

We hope that you will sense the presence of the Holy Spirit in this place 
and find here a place that feels like home. We are grateful for the visitors 
and friends of the Farmington family who add to our community each 
week. Need more information? Want to sign up for something? 
Looking for the livestream of worship? Go to our website: 
www.farmingtonpres.org 

Need to give us information? Want to ask a question? Looking for 
assistance with signing up? Email us at: church@farmingtonpres.org 

How do I join the church? Members are received by Profession of 
Faith, Reaffirmation of Faith, and Transfer of Membership from another 
congregation. If you are interested in joining, please let Rev. Rebecca 
know or email church@farmingtonpres.org. We look forward to officially 
welcoming you into the Farmington Presbyterian Church family!  

Prayer Concerns and Pastoral Care You are encouraged to complete a 
Prayer Concern card in the pew rack to add someone to the church’s 
prayer list. Copies of the complete list are available in the folder under the 
Prayer Board in the office. You may reach Rev. Rebecca Luter at 
(901)674-8000 or rluter@farmingtonpres.org. 

 

Happenings AT FARMINGTON PRESBYTERIAN 

Flowers The flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by 
Melanie Oest in celebration of Nadine Oest’s birthday.  

Fellowship Coffee After worship this morning, everyone is invited to the 
Fellowship Hall. Thank you to Tim and Beverly Butler for providing 
refreshments. We hold Fellowship Coffee on the third Sunday each 
month. If you would like to help host, please sign up on our website. 

Youth Fellowship (6th-12th grades) The youth will meet tonight in the 
Youth Room at 5:30pm for dinner and making vision boards.  For more 
information or to be notified of upcoming events, text or email Davis at 
901-482-2503 or davis@farmingtonpres.org. 

Presbyterian Women This afternoon (Sunday, November 16) all women 
are encouraged to remain after Fellowship Coffee for Bible Study in the 
East Room from 12:30-2pm. No prior preparation is required. Join us as 
we study lessons 3& 4 and discuss what Jesus’s temptation in the 
wilderness and the Parable of the Prodigal teach us about resilience, joy, 
and finding our identity in Christ. 

Thanksgiving Dinner and Worship Each year, the Farmington family 
enjoys a full Thanksgiving meal together with all the trimmings on the 
Wednesday before the week of Thanksgiving. You won’t want to miss this 
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special time of fellowship and worship on Wednesday evening, November 
19. Dinner is $10 for adults and $5 for children (under 12) with $30 family 
maximum and will be served buffet-style at 6pm with a Service of Gratitude 
in the Sanctuary at 6:45pm. Please email the church office to make 
reservations, church@farmingtonpres.org.  

Hanging of the Green We prepare for Advent on Christ the King Sunday 
next Sunday, November 23, after worship as we enjoy a light lunch together, 
decorate the Sanctuary for Advent and Christmas, and assemble the outdoor 
Nativity. Whether you are able to sit and “fluff bows” or be an eye for 
whether the wreaths are level or climb a ladder, there is a job for you! Stay 
and enjoy the fun! 

Mexico Cistern Mission Trip It is time to purchase flights for our 2026 
trip. We will travel to Xpujil, Mexico, from January 12-17 to build cisterns 
for 4 families. If you are planning to go or want more information about 
going, please let Rev. Rebecca know.  

Sunday School Classes  

Youth Sunday School (6th-12th grades) All youth are encouraged come 
for discussion about what Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians teaches us 
about how to live in community. Donuts will be provided! 

Adult Sunday School Rev. Rebecca Luter and Cooper Patterson each 
teach an adult class on Sunday mornings. Rev. Rebecca’s class, Centering 
in the Word, offers an introduction to the Scriptures for worship that day 
and meets in the East Room at 10am. Cooper’s class is a book study with 
weekly reading and conversation and meets in the Fellowship Hall at 
9:30am. They will be studying John Ortberg’s The Life You’ve Always 
Wanted this fall. 

Announcements 

Church Emails Each week, a Sunday email is sent with the link for online 
worship, the Happenings, and the Prayer List. In addition, a Mid-Week 
email is regularly sent with reminders and the New Vision newsletter is 
sent monthly. If you are not receiving church emails, and would like to, 
please email church@farmingtonpres.org and let us know. 

2025 Fellowship Coffee Sign up to host Fellowship Coffee on our 
website under “Sign-ups” or in the church office to provide refreshments 
following worship on a 3rd Sunday. You may sign up to provide either 
something sweet or something savory. 
2025 Flower Calendar Giving flowers for worship is a way to remember 
those we love and celebrate significant moments in our lives. You may 
sign up on our website under “Sign-ups” or on in the church office. 

Food Pantry Collection Farmington collects food pantry items for the 
Oakland Presbyterian Church Food Pantry. Canned meats, vegetables, 
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pasta sauce, peanut butter, etc. can be dropped off in the basket by the 
West entrance of the church.  

Bulletin Mailing List If you would like to be added to or removed from 
the weekly mailing of the bulletin, please email us at 
church@farmingtonpres.org and let us know. 

Gathered to Worship…Sent to Serve In response to God’s blessings 
and to support what God is doing through the Farmington family, you can 
make your offering through the website, using a checking account, or mail 
your offering to Farmington Presbyterian Church, 8245 Farmington 
Boulevard, Germantown, TN 38139. 

This Week at Farmington…we received a thank you card from Pam 
Williamson, Paula Gale’s sister, for the cards, prayers, and flowers sent by 
the Farmington family during her health crisis and rehabilitation. We 
rejoice that she is on the road to recovery. Her note is posted on the 
bulletin board outside Fellowship Hall.  

Remember in Prayer…Our Farmington Family, Session and Staff; Jackie 
Baker, Betsy Barr, Brian Barr, Kevin Beard, Elsie Black, Jeanne Carr, 
Glenn Carr, Martha Carr, Deni Carroll, Judith Cassidy, Jim Collins, Joe 
Gaul, Betzabet Guzman, Virginia Haertlein, Bill Harrington, Martha Hart, 
Jerry Hosier, Bill Jones, Bill Knight, Annette Main, Judy Markham, Kaye 
Mathews, Sara Millar, Bonner Morgan, Nancy & Dennis Palmer, Bill 
Renfrow, Ellen Renfrow, JoAnne Simpkins, Karen Smaili, Molly Smith, 
William Stevens, Jon Still, Kasi Wann, Frank Whited, and from our 
Presbytery: Hunger & Homelessness; Cistern Project/Clear Water for the 
World. 
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