
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FARMINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

8245 Farmington Blvd. 

Germantown, TN 38139 

(901)754-2794 

www.farmingtonpres.org 

FARMINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SERVICE OF DIVINE WORSHIP 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 

January 18, 2026 

 

*Rise in body or spirit.             Bold Type—Participate in unison. 

 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION† 

Holy One, God of all Creation, you call us to be your people, to carry your vision in this 
time and place, and to go where you send us to announce your amazing good news. As we 
gather in the presence of the risen Christ, fill us with your Holy Spirit, that we may share the 
news that your kingdom is near to a broken world. Amen. 

WELCOME 

Visitors and members are encouraged to fill out the attendance folder located on the center aisle of each pew 
and pass it to those seated along the pew. 

PRELUDE     “We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder”              Arr. Robert Powell 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah, calling him to rise and go. 
Yet Jonah fled from God’s presence, and we too have wanted to run from God’s call. 
Still, God’s plan did not fail; as the Lord rules the sea and the storm. 
In God’s mercy, we are redeemed  even when we stray. 
Come, let us turn our hearts to the Lord. 
Let us worship God, who calls and restores us. 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN—NO. 619  “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” 

Please be seated. 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Faithful and Merciful God, You call us to follow You and to carry Your compassion 
into the world, yet we confess that we often turn away. You send us toward places 
and people we would rather avoid, and we run toward comfort, familiarity, and 
control. 

We confess that we often dig in our heels and come up with a list of reasons as to 
why we are not the right person, or this is not the right time, or this is not a good use 
of our talents. Forgive us when we trust our fears and doubts rather than Your 
promises for us,  and when we cling to our will instead of surrendering to Yours. 
Even when we are disobedient, You are gracious. Turn our hearts toward love and 
trust, that we may walk in Your ways and bear witness to Your saving grace. We 
pray this in the name of Jesus, who calls us to a life of service and ministry.  

A time of silent prayer 

KYRIE     

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

*GLORIA PATRI—NO. 581 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

*AFFIRMATION         based on the writings of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

I refuse to believe that we are unable to influence the events around us. 
I refuse to believe we are bound by racism, war, and injustice. 
I believe those around me are my brother and my sister. 
I believe in dignity every day and that our brokenness can be healed. 
I believe we can overcome oppression and violence, without resorting to it. 
This means I seek to reject revenge and retaliation. 
I remember, “Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can.”               

THROUGH CHILDREN’S EYES                           Jinney Hart 

All children are invited to come to the Chancel steps. 
Afterward, young children may remain or proceed to the nursery. 
Worship bags are available beside the entrance to the Sanctuary. 

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

phone. Text FarmPresGive to 1-888-364-GIVE (4483) in order to receive a reply with the link 
to your giving interface. The code is not case sensitive, or scan this QR code with your phone’s 
camera. 

This Week at Farmington…the Mexico Cistern Ministry mission team traveled to Xpujil on 
Monday and worked all week to provide cisterns for 4 families in the village of Centauro del 
Norte. Be sure to attend the Spaghetti Dinner between 5:30-7:30pm this Friday to learn more 
about the families and the need for cisterns. 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS  
Remember in Prayer Our Farmington Family, Session, and Staff; Jackie Baker, Kevin Beard, 
Jennifer Boyonton, Mary Ann Carraway, Judith Cassidy, Jim Collins, Joe Gaul, Brenda Geise, 
Betzabe Guzman, Bill Harrington, Martha Hart, Jerry Hosier, Sharon Johnson, Bill Jones, 
Marilyn Kemper, Bill Knight, Annette Main, Judy Markham, Kaye Mathews, Sara Millar, 
Bonner Morgan, Tommy Nagel, Nancy & Dennis Palmer, Bill Renfrow, Ellen Renfrow, 
JoAnne Simpkins, Karen Smaili, Marty Steele, William Stephens, Jon Still, Joan Wallace, Kasi 
Wann, Subias Whitaker and family, Frank Whited, and from our Presbytery: Race Relations/
Racial Intercultural Justice/Criminal Justice. 

Sympathy to the family and friends of Bob Wood, friend of Rev. Ruth Lovell Bradham; 
Boyce Davis, cousin of Catherine Laycook; and Marilyn French, friend of the Oests.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Youth Fellowship (6th-12th grades) The youth gather on Sunday evenings from 5:30-7:30pm 
for dinner and recreation. Tonight we will enjoy pizza and games. On January 25 we will be 
playing pickleball at 901 Pickleball. For more information or to be notified of upcoming events, 
text or email Davis at 901-482-2503 or davis@farmingtonpres.org. 

Youth Sunday School (6th-12th grades) All youth are encouraged to come for discussion on 
the Book of Jude.  Donuts will be provided! 

Adult Sunday School Rev. Rebecca Luter and Cooper Patterson each teach an adult class on 
Sunday mornings. Rev. Rebecca’s class, Centering in the Word, offers an introduction to the 
Scriptures for worship that day and meets in the East Room at 10am. Cooper's class is taking 
the month of January off and will begin John Ortberg's Eternity Is Now in Session in February. 
The book can be ordered from Amazon. This class meets in the Fellowship Hall from 9:30am 
to 10:30am. 

Fundraiser for Mexico Cistern Mission On Friday, January 23, at 5:30pm come to 
Fellowship Hall to hear about and see pictures of the 2026 trip and enjoy a Spaghetti Dinner. 
The Mexico Cistern Ministry is funded by the church budget, the participants who travel, and 
by fundraising. You are requested to make a generous donation in support of this important, 
life-giving work.  Church and school families are invited. You are encouraged to wear your 
Farmington shirt and nametag as you offer Farmington family hospitality. 

Presbytery “Beloved Community” Workshops Mark your calendar and register for up to 4 
workshops, lunch, and worship on Saturday, January 31 at Idlewild Presbyterian. Come and 
explore different ways to pray, the history of sit-ins and worship in this Presbytery, the role and 
work of elders in the church, and more. Registration fliers are available in the Narthex. 

Room in the Inn Our next night to provide hospitality for our guests experiencing 
homelessness this winter season is February 7. You are encouraged to volunteer on our website 
under “Sign Ups” or to let Rev. Rebecca or Madi Lewis know that you will be hosting. 

Souper Bowl of Caring Chili Fundraiser Order chili for Super Bowl Sunday and support the 
First Presbyterian Soup Kitchen. Order on the website by Wednesday, February 4, $20/quart 
(cornbread and dessert optional). Donations are welcome. Chili will be available for pickup in 
Fellowship Hall following worship on February 8 (noon to 1pm). In addition to serving lunch 
each Sunday, the Soup Kitchen provides a Clothes Closet and assistance in obtaining Birth 
Certificates and IDs for our neighbors experiencing homelessness to begin the journey to 
employment and stability.  

Electronic Giving We are now able to receive gifts through texts and this QR 
code. It is a simple process to set up an account or to make a one-time gift as a 
visitor. You will soon receive much more information about our new church app 
with Church Directory, calendar, signups, and more available on your mobile 

FIRST READING         

John 15:12-17            Pew Bible 1677
 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING 

Jonah 1:1-16             Pew Bible 1436 
 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD—NO. 587     “Alleluia” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

SERMON              “When God Calls”            Rev. Rebecca Luter 

RESPOND TO GOD 

PRAYER CONCERNS—Please remember those on our prayer list. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM           “Sing With Songs of Joy”              Handel/Hopson  

*DOXOLOGY—NO.606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

O God, you called Jonah to share your mercy, and you call us to share your 
blessings. We dedicate these gifts to you, asking that they be used to bring hope to 
the lost, comfort to the hurting, and love to all your children. May our giving be a 
sign of our trust in your provision and our commitment to your mission. Amen. 

*HYMN—NO.  761   “Called As Partners in Christ's Service”    

*INVITATION, CHARGE, AND BLESSING 

mailto:davis@farmingtonpres.org


*SENDING FORTH HYMN—NO. 295     “Go to the World!”       Verse 1 

Go to the world! Go into all the earth. Go preach the cross where Christ renews life’s 
worth, baptizing as the sign of our rebirth. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

*POSTLUDE               “Lift Every Voice and Sing”                        Rosamond Johnson  

 

 

Worship Online at 11:00 Sunday Mornings 

www.farmingtonpres.org , click “Worship with us!” 

 

 
†Liturgy for this morning’s worship written by Rev. Dr. Barb Johnson. 
Assurance of Pardon written by Rev. Madison Shockley, as part of a larger liturgy called Reluctant Evangelists: 
Service Prayers for the Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Affirmation of Faith based on the writings of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. compiled by Abigail Reichard. 

Reprinted with permission under One License #731533-A and CCLI #1162543-A. All rights 
reserved. 

 

 

FARMINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 

Rev. Rebecca Luter, Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Barb Johnson, Associate Pastor 

Davis Howe, Youth Director 

Jim Thrash, Director of Music 

Dr. Tom Bryant, Accompanist 

PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE TODAY 

Kay Patterson, Liturgist 

Jinney Hart, Children’s Moment 

Roland Mittag and Nadine Oest, Ushers 

WELCOME  
We seek to be a community that is a home for all of God’s family with a heart for God’s world. 
We hope that you will sense the presence of the Holy Spirit in this place and find that you feel 
at home. We are grateful for the visitors and friends of the Farmington family who add to our 
community each week.  

Need more information? What to sign up for something? Looking for the livestream of 
worship? Go to our website:  www.farmingtonpres.org 

Need to give us information? What to ask a question? Looking for assistance with 
signing up? Email us at: church@farmingtonpres.org 

How do I join the church? Members are received by Profession of Faith (for those who have 
never been a member of a church), Reaffirmation of Faith (for those who have joined a church 
in the past but not been involved in a while), and Transfer of Membership (for those who are 
coming from active participation in another church). If you are interested in knowing more 
about Farmington Presbyterian or about joining, let Rev. Rebecca or Rev. Barb know or email 
church@farmingtonpres.org. We look forward to officially welcoming you into the Farmington 
Presbyterian Church family! 

Prayer Concerns and Pastoral Care You are encouraged to complete a Prayer Concern card 
in the pew rack to add someone to the church’s prayer list. Copies of the complete list are 
available in the folder under the Prayer Board in the church office. You may reach Rev. 
Rebecca Luter at (901)674-8000 or rluter@farmingtonpres.org. 

Large print hymnals and hearing assistance devices are available from the ushers. 

HAPPENINGS  
Fellowship Coffee After worship this morning, everyone is invited to the Fellowship Hall. Thank 
you to Kay Patterson for providing refreshments. We hold Fellowship Coffee on the third Sunday 
each month. If you would like to help host, please sign up on our website. 

Presbyterian Women This afternoon (Sunday, January 18) all women are encouraged to 
remain after Fellowship Coffee for Bible Study in the East Room from 12:30-2pm. No prior 
preparation is required. Join us as we study lesson 5 and discuss how giving of ourselves helps 
us know resilience, joy, and our identity in Christ. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration At 3pm on January 18, Parkway Gardens United 
Presbyterian Church will host “The Dream Is Not Dead; We Will Not Go Back” with speaker 
Alice Faye Duncan. Ms. Duncan has won many awards for her children’s books and is a retired 
Memphis City public elementary school librarian. Let Rev. Rebecca know if you would like to 
carpool from the church to attend. 


