
PRAYER CONCERNS  
Remember in Prayer Our Farmington Family, Session, and Staff; Jackie Baker, Kevin Beard, 
Jennifer Boyonton, Mary Ann Carraway, Judith Cassidy, Jim Collins, Joe Gaul, Brenda Geise, 
Betzabe Guzman, Bill Harrington, Martha Hart, Jerry Hosier, Sharon Johnson, Bill Jones, 
Marilyn Kemper, Bill Knight, Annette Main, Judy Markham, Kaye Mathews, Sara Millar, 
Bonner Morgan, Tommy Nagel, Nancy & Dennis Palmer, Bill Renfrow, Ellen Renfrow, 
JoAnne Simpkins, Karen Smaili, Marty Steele, William Stephens, Jon Still, Joan Wallace, Kasi 
Wann, Subias Whitaker and family, Frank Whited, and from our Presbytery: Synod of Living 
Waters, Staff, and Volunteers.  

Sympathy to the family and friends of Boyce Davis, cousin of Catherine Laycook; Marilyn 
French friend of the Oests; and Ken Howe, father of Kieran (Desiree) Howe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FARMINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

8245 Farmington Blvd. 
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FARMINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SERVICE OF DIVINE WORSHIP 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

January 25, 2026 

 

*Rise in body or spirit.             Bold Type—Participate in unison. 

 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION† 

Holy One, God of all Creation, you call us to be your people, to carry your vision in this 
time and place, and to go where you send us to announce your amazing good news. As we 
gather in the presence of the risen Christ, fill us with your Holy Spirit, that we may share the 
news that your kingdom is near to a broken world. Amen. 

WELCOME 

Visitors and members are encouraged to fill out the attendance folder located on the center aisle of each pew 
and pass it to those seated along the pew. 

PRELUDE     “Andante from Sonata in G Major”                    Mozart 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

The Psalmist declares, “If I dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there Your hand 
shall lead me, and Your right hand shall hold me. If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall fall on 
me,’ even the night shall be light about me; indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You, 
but the night shines as the day; the darkness and the light are both alike to You.”  

Jonah was in the belly of a fish and the depths of despair. In desperation, he prayed 
to the Lord. 

Even from the depths of the sea and the deepest darkness, God heard his cry. 

There is no place we can go to escape God.  

God’s steadfast love reaches us even when we are struggling with the consequences of our 
actions and consumed by fear. 



Come, let us worship our ever-present, ever-faithful God and sing the wonders of 
God’s grace. 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN—NO. 49     “The God of Abraham Praise” 

Please be seated. 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Redeeming God, when we are overwhelmed and desperate, we cry to you. We 
confess that we often turn to You only in times of peril, regularly placing our trust 
instead in things that gratify our selfish desires. 

Hear us as we call to You from the depths of our need. Remind us of Your steadfast 
love and give us faith to rely on Your mercy. From places of fear, shame, and 
despair, we confess our sin and our helplessness to resist temptation. Forgive us. 
Restore us by Your grace and set us again on the path of faithfulness. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

A time of silent prayer 

KYRIE     

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

*GLORIA PATRI—NO. 581 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

*AFFIRMATION           from the Confession of Belhar 

We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and 
cares for the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the 
beginning of the world and will do to the end.  

We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints called 
from the entire human family. 

We believe that Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another. 
We believe that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity, and hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ has 
already conquered, and accordingly that anything which threatens this unity may 
have no place in the church and must be resisted. 

We believe that the credibility of this message is seriously affected and its beneficial 

explore different ways to pray, the history of sit-ins and worship in this Presbytery, the role and 
work of elders in the church, and more. Registration fliers are available in the Narthex. 

Souper Bowl of Caring Chili Fundraiser Order chili for Super Bowl Sunday and support the 
First Presbyterian Soup Kitchen. Order on the website by Wednesday, February 4, $20/quart 
(cornbread and dessert optional). Donations are welcome. Chili will be available for pickup in 
Fellowship Hall following worship on February 8 (noon to 1pm). In addition to serving lunch 
each Sunday, the Soup Kitchen provides a Clothes Closet and assistance in obtaining Birth 
Certificates and IDs for our neighbors experiencing homelessness to begin the journey to 
employment and stability.  

Mardi Gras Party We had such a good time last year that we decided to celebrate again this 
year. Mark your calendar that on February 13 from 7-9pm at Halle Plantation Clubhouse. Scott 
is fixing Cajun delights and we are going to “Let the good times roll!” 

Lenten Dinners & Devotions Beginning Ash Wednesday, and each Wednesday of Lent we 
will gather at 6pm in Fellowship Hall for dinner followed by a time of devotion at 6:45pm. If 
you are not able to come for dinner, you are welcome to arrive in time for devotion. If you have 
food allergies, please let us know. Scott Hutchins is our chef and is happy to accommodate your 
needs. There is always a gluten-free option available. 

Room in the Inn Our next night to provide hospitality for our guests experiencing 
homelessness this winter season is February 7. Most of the volunteer opportunities that evening 
are filled. Please look ahead to February 21. We need someone to volunteer to provide dinner. 
It is possible to coordinate with others and to cook at the church. You are encouraged to 
volunteer on our website under “Sign Ups” or to let Rev. Rebecca or Madi Lewis know that 
you will be hosting. 

Electronic Giving We are now able to receive gifts through texts and this QR code. It is a 
simple process to set up an account or to make a one-time gift as a visitor. You 
will soon receive much more information about our new church app with 
Church Directory, calendar, signups, and more available on your mobile 
phone. Text FarmPresGive to 1-888-364-GIVE (4483) in order to receive a 
reply with the link to your giving interface. The code is not case sensitive, or 
scan this QR code with your phone’s camera. 

This Week at Farmington…winter weather has been the topic of many conversations. We 
pray for all in our community who are experiencing homelessness this winter and that all of our 
Farmington family are safe and warm! 

  

 



church@farmingtonpres.org. We look forward to officially welcoming you into the Farmington 
Presbyterian Church family! 

Prayer Concerns and Pastoral Care You are encouraged to complete a Prayer Concern card 
in the pew rack to add someone to the church’s prayer list. Copies of the complete list are 
available in the folder under the Prayer Board in the church office. You may reach Rev. 
Rebecca Luter at (901)674-8000 or rluter@farmingtonpres.org. 

Large print hymnals and hearing assistance devices are available from the ushers. 

HAPPENINGS  
Sanctuary Flowers The flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by the Luters in 
memory of Darlis (Dee) Scobey. 

Coffee in the Narthex After worship this morning, you are encouraged to enjoy fellowship 
over coffee and cookies in the Narthex. 

Youth Fellowship (6th-12th grades) The youth gather on Sunday evenings from 5:30-7:30pm 
for dinner and recreation. Tonight we will be playing pickleball at 901 Pickleball. For more 
information or to be notified of upcoming events, text or email Davis at 901-482-2503 
or davis@farmingtonpres.org. 

Youth Sunday School (6th-12th grades) All youth are encouraged to come for discussion on 
the Book of Jude.  Donuts will be provided! 

Adult Sunday School Rev. Rebecca Luter and Cooper Patterson each teach an adult class on 
Sunday mornings. Rev. Rebecca’s class, Centering in the Word, offers an introduction to the 
Scriptures for worship that day and meets in the East Room at 10am. Cooper's class is taking 
the month of January off and will begin John Ortberg's Eternity Is Now in Session in February. 
The book can be ordered from Amazon. This class meets in the Fellowship Hall from 9:30am 
to 10:30am. 

Fundraiser for Mexico Cistern Mission This event was postponed and will be March 6 at 
5:30pm in Fellowship Hall. Mark your calendar and plan to be here to hear about and see 
pictures of the 2026 trip and enjoy a Spaghetti Dinner. The Mexico Cistern Ministry is funded 
by the church budget, the participants who travel, and by fundraising. You are requested to 
make a generous donation in support of this important, life-giving work.  Church and school 
families are invited. You are encouraged to wear your Farmington shirt and nametag as you 
offer Farmington family hospitality. 

Presbytery “Beloved Community” Workshops Mark your calendar and register for up to 4 
workshops, lunch, and worship on Saturday, January 31 at Idlewild Presbyterian. Come and 

work obstructed when it is proclaimed in a land which professes to be Christian, but 
in which the enforced separation of people on a racial basis promotes and 
perpetuates alienation, hatred and enmity. 

We believe that any teaching which attempts to legitimate such forced separation by 
appeal to the gospel, and is not prepared to venture on the road of obedience and 
reconciliation, but rather, out of prejudice, fear, selfishness and unbelief, denies in 
advance the reconciling power of the gospel, must be considered ideology and false 
doctrine. 

We believe that, in obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to 
confess and to do all these things, even though the authorities and human laws 
might forbid them and punishment and suffering be the consequence.  

Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor 
and the glory for ever and ever.      

THROUGH CHILDREN’S EYES                           Madi Lewis 

All children are invited to come to the Chancel steps. 
Afterward, young children may remain or proceed to the nursery. 
Worship bags are available beside the entrance to the Sanctuary. 

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST READING         

Ephesians 4:17-24             Pew Bible 1821
 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING 

Jonah 1:17:2:10            Pew Bible 1437 
 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD—NO. 587     “Alleluia” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

SERMON              “From the Depths”            Rev. Rebecca Luter 

RESPOND TO GOD 

PRAYER CONCERNS—Please remember those on our prayer list. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

mailto:davis@farmingtonpres.org


THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM           “To Sing Once More”                           Courtney 

Awake our souls to sing once more the songs that long have silent been.  From troubled 
nights and fearful days, our notes of praise and joy begin.  Inspired by hope, compelled by 
grace, we sing Your everlasting praise.  Most holy God, Your song we seek and trust in 
Your unchanging ways.  With comfort Your eternal voice is music to our fainting soul. It 
speaks in times of hurt and wrong, it whispers peace, it makes us whole.   Arise, His 
children, rise again, your God and maker now adore.  No longer silent, lift your voice, 
awake your souls to sing once more. Amen.     

*DOXOLOGY—NO.606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

O God, you called Jonah to share your mercy, and you call us to share your 
blessings. We dedicate these gifts to you, asking that they be used to bring hope to 
the lost, comfort to the hurting, and love to all your children. May our giving be a 
sign of our trust in your provision and our commitment to your mission. Amen. 

*HYMN—NO.  649     “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”   Verses 1-4  

*INVITATION, CHARGE, AND BLESSING 

*SENDING FORTH HYMN—NO.     “I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”        Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night.  I will go, 
Lord, if you lead me.  I will hold your people in my heart. 

*POSTLUDE     “Allegro in D Major”               J. F. K.  Fischer  

Worship Online at 11:00 Sunday Mornings 

www.farmingtonpres.org , click “Worship with us!” 

†Liturgy for this morning’s worship written by Rev. Dr. Barb Johnson. 
Assurance of Pardon written by Rev. Madison Shockley, as part of a larger liturgy called Reluctant Evangelists: 
Service Prayers for the Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Reprinted with permission under One License #731533-A and CCLI #1162543-A. All rights 
reserved. 

 

 

FARMINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 

Rev. Rebecca Luter, Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Barb Johnson, Associate Pastor 

Davis Howe, Youth Director 

Jim Thrash, Director of Music 

Dr. Tom Bryant, Accompanist 

PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE TODAY 

Chris Williams, Liturgist 

Madi Lewis, Children’s Moment 

John Hazen and Leslie McNamara, Ushers 

 

 

WELCOME  
We seek to be a community that is a home for all of God’s family with a heart for God’s world. 
We hope that you will sense the presence of the Holy Spirit in this place and find that you feel 
at home. We are grateful for the visitors and friends of the Farmington family who add to our 
community each week.  

Need more information? What to sign up for something? Looking for the livestream of 
worship? Go to our website:  www.farmingtonpres.org 

Need to give us information? What to ask a question? Looking for assistance with 
signing up? Email us at: church@farmingtonpres.org 

How do I join the church? Members are received by Profession of Faith (for those who have 
never been a member of a church), Reaffirmation of Faith (for those who have joined a church 
in the past but not been involved in a while), and Transfer of Membership (for those who are 
coming from active participation in another church). If you are interested in knowing more 
about Farmington Presbyterian or about joining, let Rev. Rebecca or Rev. Barb know or email 


